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Social Diſpoſitions Recommended, 


Sc. Sc. Sc. 


ROMANS xii. 15. 


Rejoice with them that do rejoice. 


HAT man is a ſociable creature muſt be 

admitted; fince the unſocial amongſt us 
have always been few in number, and in pro- 
portion to their want of ſociability they have 
lived without honour and died without re- 
gret. | 


In the ſtate of innocence our firſt father felt 
the ſocial thirſt; and God himſelf indulged it. 
Adam gave names to all the cattle, and to 
the fowl of the air, and to every beaſt of the 
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field; but for Adam there was not found an 
- help-meet for him. And the Lord God aid, 
It is not good that man ſhould be alone; I will 
make an help-meet for him.” Our Maker did 
ſo; and he brought her to the man. And 
Adam ſaid, This now is bone of my bones, and 
fleſh of my fleſh ; ſhe ſhall be called Woman; 
becauſe ſhe was taken out of the man. There. 
fore, ſhall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and ſhall cleave unto his wife; and they ſhall 
be one fleſh.” | 


Marriage is the only lawful ſource of popu. 
lation, the ſingle root which produceth do- 
meſtic ſatisfaction, and it is that union alone 
between the ſexes which giveth riſe to all that 
is reputable in the common courſe of life. It 
was no diſgrace to either of our firſt parents; 
and though we are now in a fallen tate, 
*+ Marriage is honourable in all;” and there- 
fore, they who forbid it, and they who treat it 
with levity, or contempt, are certainly delud- 
ed, or remarkably depraved. 


Society: PRE from this fountain, is of 


divine appointment ; and, if the members of 


8 
it be trained up with tolerable propriety, ſuch 
ſociety is far better than the gloom of ſolitude, 
or the hermit's dreary path and darkſome 
cell. Who can imagine that cloyſters have 
done more for mankind than peaceful villages, 
reputable towns, and royal cities? Who can 
ſuppoſe that the whim of a monk, the cunning 
of an abbot, or the policy of a pope, can be | 
compared with the wiſdom of Jeſus ' Chriſt? 
But he hath ſaid, © Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your father which is in heaven.“ 
Moreover, in a very folemn prayer, he ſaid, 
* And now, I am no more in the world, but 
theſe are in the world, and I come to Thee. 
Holy Father, keep through thine own name, 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, that they may 
be one as we are. I pray not that thou ſhouldeſt 
take them out of the world, but that thou 
ſhouldeſt Keep them from the Evil. | 


But if ſociety is better than ſolitude, is it 
not owing to ſympathetic feelings and to ſocial 
diſpoſitions? For where theſe are wanting, 
deſerts are not ſo dreadful as crowded: cities, 
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nor is the well regulated cloyſter ſo much to 
ve ſhunned as an abangange court. 


Were this the _-_ and this the place, 
of which we might truly ſay, © The good man 
is periſhed out of the earth, [or land,] and 
there is none upright among men: all lie in 
wait for blood; they hunt every man his neigh. 
bour with a net. That they may do evil with 
both hands earneſtly, the prince aſketh, and 
the judge aſketh for a reward: and the great 
man he uttereth his miſchievous defire ; ſo they 
wrap it up. The beſt of them is a brier, the 
moſt upright is ſharper than a thorn hedge:“ 
Were this our mournful ſituation, men of the 
greateſt prudence would be perplexed, and 
men of ſterling piety ſeverely tried. But who 
would thus deſcribe Great-Britain? Our judges 
aſk for no reward; they are independent. Our truly 
great men have uttered no miſchievous deſire; 
no, not in the hour of temptation. Our prince 
adds to the ſplendor of this day's proceſſion, 
and the king, his father, is, we believe, reſtored 
from his ſevere illneſs to be again a bleſſing to 
this happy country. Let us, then, * 
with them that do rejoice.” 

Human 


. „ 
Human joy is never complete when he who 
rejoiceth is alone, or abſent from thoſe he moſt 


and beſt: eſteems. Joſeph, though ſecond to 


Pharaoh, felt an invincible deſire to make 
himſelf known to his brethren : and when he 


had ſo done, he ſaid, Ye ſhall tell my father 
of all my glory i in Egypt, and of all that you 


have ſeen: and ye ſhall haſte and bring down 
my father hither.” 


A ſocial diſpoſition is ſtrongly marked, and 
beautifully commended by our Lord himſelf. 
% What woman” faith he, having ten pieces 
of filver, if ſhe loſe one piece, doth not light 


a candle and ſweep the houſe, and ſeek dili- 


gently till ſhe find it? And when ſhe hath 
found it, ſhe calleth her friends and neighbours 


| together, ſaying, Rejoice with me, for I have 


found. the piece which I had loft. But our 


Lord hath likewiſe left us his own example. For 


when he appeared he came with ſympathetic 
feelings and with ſocial tempers. At a mar- 
riage in Cana of Galilee, our Redeemer rejoiced 
with them that did rejoice; and at the grave 
of e he wept with them that wept. 


What 
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What ſympathy for a poor widow, who had loſt 
her only ſon, did he diſcover! and what con- 
cCern alſo for an abandoned city, when ſhe 


was inſenſible of thoſe approaching calamities 
which he fo * and ſo exactly foretold. 


To be deaf toan exhonmneſgn like that which 
is now before us at any time, would give us no 
credit; but when the call i is loud and clear, 
when painful apprehenſions have been followed 
with a fact which hath given joy to millions, 
not to rejoice at ſuch an event, or to be un- 


willing to manifeſt our gratitude to God, would 


diſcover a temper ſo perverſe as to admit of 
no apology. mY 


In reading the parable of the prodigal 4 
who is not diſpleaſed with the ill behaviour of 
the elder brother? Now, whatever may be the 
leading deſign of that parable, and of the two 
previous parables, given us in the ſame chap- 
ter, certainly, each of them contain the fineſt 


ſentiments in favour of ſocial happineſs. 


There is, then, it ſeems, even in this world, 


a time to rejoice; but thefe is alſo, I believe, 


both a manner and meaſure to be obſerved in 
| our 


„ 
our rejoicing, which as they are properly pur- 
ſued, always yield us proportionable ſatisfaction. 
Of theſe things, I will now venture to ſhow 
my opinion. 


I. There is a time to rejoice; or a period 
when joy is in ſeaſon; and when a diſcontented 
lowring aſpect would be as unwelcome as ſnow 
in harveſt. | 


Now when any of thoſe events which 
increaſe human happineſs, or which tend to 
preſerve it, approach, may we not ſay, It is 
a time to rejoice? Such events inſtantly gild 
the ſhades of life, and cheer the heart of man: 
they call forth our moſt pleaſing ſenfations; 
they touſe us to utter that praiſe which is our 
beſt employ, and induce us to put on that 
gaiety of mind which is not unfriendly to ſound 


deyotion. 


Happineſs is cither the ſource, or end, of 
human agitation. We are continually ſeeking 
ſomething we have loſt, or rejoicing in ſome- 
thing we have found. When neither loſs nor 
gain toucheth any ſpring by which we move, 

B we 
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we are more like ſtatues than men; and, in | 
thoſe vacant moments, the wiſe and the fooliſh 
are not eaſily diſtinguiſhed. But ſuch moments, 
unleſs it be when ſleep is invincible, ſeldom 
return to men of buſineſs: and who would wiſh 
to multiply ſuch: idle ſeaſons? It is ſaid 
indeed of the wiſe and fooliſh virgins, that 
* they all ſlumbered and ſlept :” but the fooliſh 
alone deſire ſuch lumber to be laſting. 


Our preſent happineſs evidently depends on 
things over which we have no dominion: on 
events which no man is able to command, pro- 
cure, haſten or detain. When, therefore, ſuch 
events approach, and while they continue, 
thankſgiving muſt be in ſeaſon and have we 
not the judgment of all ranks and orders of 
men in this country, and of others who have 
not the felicity of living in Great-Britain, that 
his Majeſty's recovery is an event of that de- 
ſcription? We have; nor are We diſpoſed to 
diſſent from that opinion. 


II. There is; however, a manner of rejoicing 
in this world which deſerveth attention. | 


Thai 
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That we may act improperly when we are 
pleaſed, in a manner wiſdom cannot approve, 


virtue admit, or common ſenſe applaud, will 
not be called in queſtion. Nevertheleſs, when 
moſt attentive to propriety, we are not always 
competent to ſay what is proper; much leſs 
may we conclude, when moſt ſettled in our 
apprehenſion of what is fit, we have any right 
to dictate how our ſuperiors ſhould rejoice, 
or the leaſt reaſon to be diſcontented becauſe 
the public Form of Prayer and Thankſgiving 
was not ſubmitted to our inf; ection. Let 
every man be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind”: and while the King, Lords, and 
Commons, rejoice as they think beſt, let not 
our joy be diminiſhed by arrogant cenſure, 
nor let it be ſullied by refined ambition. 


Joy, if it be juſt, generous and ſtrong, will 
not be incumbered with compariſons, nor will 
t be chilled with diſingenuous reflections. Joy, 
"if it be intenſe, is a flame which inſtantly con- 
ſumes ſuch traſh; and, as it blazes out, it 
confounds thoſe menial drudges who venture 
| Dx near 
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near its noble flame with their collected ſtubble. 
Is not ſuch joy felt amongſt us? If it be, re- 
joice freely: and ſhould you, on future re- 
flection, perceive you have been deficient or 
redundant, ſtrive to do better on the next 
occaſion. 


At preſent, to be ſure, we have not thought 
the manner of our rejoicing would be improved 
by reading that © Form of Prayer and Thankſ- 
giving” which they who chooſe to miniſter in 
the Church of England are commanded to read. 
We are, comparatively ſpeaking, in a ſtate of 
freedom; content with that ſequeſtered ſhade 
into which liberty herſelf, hath led us; un- 
ruffled at the elevation of the fettered, even 
when their chains are gilded; but ambitious to 
demonſtrate that the liberty which we approve 
doth not teach us contempt of regal autho- 


rity, or lead us to be guilty of venal adu- 
lation. | | 


But after all, the moſt offenfive manner of 
our rejoicing, at any time, before the Almighty, 
would be to indulge extravagant ideas of 

our own devotion, Were we to talk of the 

_ | * omnipotence 


. 

« omnipotence of prayer,” and to hint that 
our piety had procured the King's recovery, 
ſuch extravagance would be intolerable. It was 
but yeſterday we were informed, on very grave 
authority, that his Majeſly was afflicted for the 
ſins of his. people; and ſhall it to-day be ſaid 
his recovery is owing to the merit of their ſup- 
plications ! ! 


This country, it 1s true, yet contains many 
who fear God and honour the king. They 
have prayed repeatedly, for his reſtoration; 
and God hath been © very gracious at the 
voice of their cry“; nor did they expect any 
other anſwer to their petitions. They prayed, 


not in their own names, but in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt. They had no acceſs, even to the 
throne of grace, but by the Mediator; nor had 
they ability, nor had they inclination to pray as 
they have done, without the aſſiſtance of the . 
Holy Spirit. This they acknowledge with 
ſincerity, and are therefore reluctant to magnify 
their moſt fervent d-votions. The practice of 
_« ſacrificing unto their nets, and of burning 
incenſe to their drag,” they deliberately diſap- | 
Prove; 
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prove ; nor need the truly pious learn this un- 
hallowed art to increaſe, refine, or prolong 
their joy. For they who rejoice in the Lord 
with judgment will ever have the fineſt and 
moſt laſting ſatisfaction. 


When Eliſabeth ſaid, © Bleſſed is ſhe that 
believed; for there ſhall be a performance of 
thoſe things which were told her from the 
Lord” : when the virgin replied, ** My ſoul 
doth magnify the Lord; and my ſpirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour”: when Zechariah 
ſaid © Blefſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for 
he hath viſited and redeemed his people”: 
when Simeon uttered theſe words, | Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen 
thy ſalvation” ; and when Anna © a widow of 
about fourſcore years old, gave thanks like- 
wiſe unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to all 
that looked for redemption in Jeruſalem,” let 
me aſk, whether you do not think each of theſe 
venerable characters, (the aged, middle aged, 
and the virgin herſelf,) rejoiced with exube- 
rant joy? Yet the Lord alone was their ſtrength 
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and ſong: he alſo, and not any other, was 
their ſalvation. Now, unleſs we have ſome 
ſuch views, and fimilar diſpoſitions, our joy 
may be noiſy, but can it be ſubſtantial ? It may 
be tumultuous, but can it be laſting ? 


III. The meaſure of our rejoicing is next to 
be conſidered. 


This ſhould be proportioned to events and 
actions that call for thankſgiving, and to our 
preſent faculties and ſituation. Our civil and 
domeſtic happineſs, however it may be in- 
creaſed, is confeſſedly tranſitory. Of this fact, 
we are reminded by St. Paul, in theſe words : 
« But this I ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort. 
It remaineth that both they that have wives, be 
as though they had none; and they that weep, 
as though they wept not; and they that buy, as 
though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this 
world, as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of this 
world paſfeth away.” If ſo, it muſt be granted, 
that thoſe events, or actions, which tend moſt 
to promote, or to preſerve, that kind of happi- 
' neſs which is everlaſting, and in which God 

„ himſelf 
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himſelf is our chief joy, demands the greateſt 
meaſure of our rejoicing. But though this be 
granted, from that conceſſion we cannot con 
clude that the preſent ſeaſon of thankſgiving 
hath no relation to religious felicity. Far 
from it. For we have been taught by his 
Majeſty's ſevere affliction, and the critical 
period of his recovery, in a manner this 
country was never taught before, that the 
Lord is God. We have, all of us, received 
additional encouragement to acknowledge this 
fact, and to confide in Him when every other 
object faileth us, and when every other thought 
is vain. May we not alſo expect ſome moral 
advantage from that diſcourſe which the biſhop 
of London hath delivered this morning at 
St. Paul's; and from thoſe diſcourſes which 
other dignified, and undignified miniſters have 
preached, or may preach and publiſh on the 
ſame intereſting ſubject ? 


—— 


Theſe remarks ſeem to be well-founded: 
yet it muſt be owned, our text may be puſhed 
too far. When Paul wrote it, he ſuppoſed the 


members of the church then at Rome to be 
poſſeſſed | 
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poſſeſſed of common ſenſe. Favoured with 
that bleſſing, and bleſſings of a ſuperior nature, 
they read, we preſume, the animating exhorta« 
tion with underſtanding: and we may conclude, 
when there was. juſt cauſe of rejoicing, and 


they could rejoice with them that did rejoice, 


without degrading themſelves, they cheerfully 
complied with his humane requeſt. 


Such exceptions muſt be made of courſe ; 
and they will be allowed. But were any man 
to imagine he ſhould not rejoice when a nation 
is joyful, or, when he is not permitted to 


dictate how that joy ſhould be manifeſted, or 


becauſe he ſuppoſe:h were he to put on * the 
garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs,” 
it would be to his diſcredit ; ſuch extravagant 
imaginations would be as inconſiſtent with the 


peace of ſociety as they are diſtant from juſt - 
concluſion. —Let the monk, whoſe benevolence _ 
is confined to the welfare of his own monaſtery, - 


and whoſe ſupreme- delight is the riches and 
reputation of his own order; let the ambitious, 


ſuch we mean, as muſt either rule or rail; let 


the diſappointed of every deſcription, be ſi ent, 
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fan? 

or mutter unmoleſted their idle complaints; 
but may we be as remote from ſuch contracted 
views and reſtleſs tempers, as when we remark 
What is their lot in life, and the final tendency 
of their behaviour, we are remote from envy |! 


If we attentively conſider what probably may 
prevent any of our fellow-ſubjects from rejoi- 
eing with them that now rejoice, we ſhall be 
fully ſatisfied we need not covet their condition. 


| Some, perhaps, are unable to rejoice becauſe 
they indulge melancholly reflections on thoſe 
ſcenes of ſorrow which have long ſince given 
way to better proſpects. For ſome people 
have an unhappy propenſity to dwell on thoſe 
things which produce dejection; and frequently 
refuſe to be comforted. They may be worthy 
people who are thus diſtreſſed; but can there 
be any reaſon given why ſuch weakneſs ſhould 
be applauded Events which produce diſtreſs, 
do it ſometimes, by that kind of contraſt which 
makes the obſerver unmindſul of preſent 
favours. The antient men who wept fo loudly 
when they ſaw the foundation of t he ſecond 


temple 
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temple laid, and heard the young men ſhout 


for joy on that occaſion, felt what they alone 
can feel who have ſeen that ſplendor, and en- 


joyed that peace in their native country, which 


they ſuppoſe unlikely to return. But who, at 
preſent, can be thus aſſectedꝰ Was London 
ever more elegant or opulent? Was the police 
of that city, or of Weſtminſter, ever in a bet- 
ter ſtate? Were the laws of this country, at 
any time, more clearly underſtood, more accu- 
rately regarded, or better worth attention? 


Nevertheleſs, ſome may be unable to rejoice 
as we do, becauſe they are at ſuch a diſtance 
from their native country as not yet to have 
heard of his Majeſty's proclamation. Others, 
though at home, may be overwhelmed with 
ſorrows they are unable to ſurmount. Theſe 
are caſes alike removed from envy and from 
cenſure. Should buſineſs call us far hence, if 
we obey the call, we muſt take the conſequence. 
In every ſituation ** there-is a time to weep”; 
ſhould that time, (for it is not in our power to 
chooſe it,) ever be in a ſeaſon of general joy, 


would it not, on that very account, be ſo much 
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the more affecting? To ſuch mourners, may 
it pleaſe God to grant the ſtrongeſt conſolation 


When neither preſent afflictions preſs us 
down, nor thoſe which are paſt diſturb our 
imagination, it is poſſible the bare apprehenſion 
of ſome evil probably approaching, may create 
confuſion; thus confuſed, the requeſt of a 
friend, and the proclamation of a King, are 
alike neglected; and what puniſhment can any 
civil power juſtly inflict on ſuch unhappy. men? 
We cannot indeed, wiſh to be in their ſituation; 
we cannot commend a turn of mind productive 
of ſuch diſorder ; but if we ourſelves are pre- 
| ſerved from ſuch infelicity, it becometh us to 
confeſs we have obtained that favour we had no 
right to demand, nor power to merit, and that 
the continuance as well as the grant of ſuch 
protection, is abſolutely pendent on his pleaſure 
who is alone, the preſerver of men. 


Is it poſſible, think you, that any have ſtood. 
aloof, or ſlid unnoticed into retirement this day, 
not from malice and ill-will, but from that kind 
of ſingularity which doth no honour to their 

underftanding, 
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underſtanding, and which is unable to give 
them ſatisfaction? Have you heard any perſons 
reaſon thus: No, we will not give thanks on 
the twenty-third of April, becauſe that day is 
ordered to be kept as a day of general Thankſ- 
giving for his Majeſty's recovery, by royal 

appointment.” . It 1s preſumed you have not. 
Should you, however, meet with ſuch objectors, 
you might ſafely ſay, And yet, gentlemen, | 
if you, yourſelves, thought fir to appoint 2 
* day for the very ſame purpoſe, and by the 
advice of your privy council, were to iſſue 


* your pleaſure on that ſubject, and thoſe to | 


* whom it was ſent were to contemn or neg- 
* lect the ſame, would you not manifeſt your 
ah diſapprobation i | 


| My brethren, were any human mandate to 
threaten violence to the ſacred right of a well 
informed conſcience, he who is properly and 
fully convinced of that, would act nobly, in my 
opinion, to withſtand it. Were you ſo tried, 
it would give me great pleaſure to ſee you filled 
with. the boldneſs of Peter and John; who, in 
the preſence of rulers, elders and ſcribes, with 


admirable courage, ſaid, Whether it be right 
555 | in 
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in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye.“ But meeting at 
what hour we pleaſe, and in what manner we 
think proper, on an event too, we all of us 
| acknowledge to be joyful, were we to poſtpone 
our public thankſgiving becauſe this day the 
king defireth to manifeſt to his faithful and 
loving ſubjects, and to the world, the deep 
and devout ſenſe which he-entertaineth of his 
late mercies vouchſafed to him”, ſurely to act 
in this manner would manifeſt . thoſe fea- 
tures of the human mind which none could 
admire, and diſcover ſuch miſconduct as few 
would venture to applaud. | 


That ſome perſons, through prejudices they 
have not yet had leiſure, or courage, to 
examine to the bottom, may have acted ſo 
ſtrangely is poſſible: but that any of our 
churches have been ſo whimſical ſeemeth to 
be incredible. It is ſaid, indeed, that ſeveral 
diſſenting miniſters have deferred their extra- 
ſervices to a future day. But on what account ? 
If becauſe their places of worſhip are more 
Liable to be diſturbed than ours by the ceremo- 


Vvhich may promote our gratitude, and convince 
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nious ſolemnity of the public proceſſion, or 
rather by thoſe who wiſhed to ſee it; or if 
they have done this, becauſe they fancied their 
hearers would be unwilling to be depriv ed of 


that brilliant and uncommon ſight, we judge 


them not; nor can any man cenſure their 


behaviour without acting an aſſuming part. 


For ſuch reſpectable characters, it is an 
honour to plead; but if any perſon through 
envy, is to day unthankful, who will plead for 


him? That miſerable and ridiculous diſpoſi- 


tion maketh its poſſeſſour prepoſterous. For 


under its malignant influence, he weeps when 


others rejoice, and rejoiceth when they 


lament. If there be ſuch a mourner in this 


city, for that fact which hath made ſo many 


Joyful, he muſt grieve on very hard conditions; 


for you may be ſatisfied he mourns without 
Pity, and mutters without the leaſt relief. 
It would be both imprudent and unpleaſant 
thus to clofe the preſent diſcourſe. - Let us, 
therefore, turn our attention to thoſe things 


vs 


( 
vs that, by being grateful, we have actually 
choſen the better part. 


Our principles, as chriſtians, lead us, on 
the prefent occaſion, to thankſgiving. As 
believers i in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his doctrine, 
precepts, promiſes and example, induce us, in 
every thing to give thanks; and for ſome 
things to be very thankful. We cannot be 
followers of him when we treat the civil power, 
or the ſupreme magiſtrate, i in any country, with 
a neglect, or with adulation. We believe, that 
by our Lord, kings reign and princes decree 
juſtice : that according to his pleaſure every 
vial is . poured out, that by his mediatorial 
| power every ſeal is opened, and chat by his 
grace every bleſſing is ſent to the ſons of men. 
Moreover, we are confident, there is not one 
article in all our creed which will ever lead us 
to repent of our keeping at due diſtance from 
them who © deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil 
of dignities“; or of religiouſly uniting with 
| thoſe who © fear God and honour the King”. 


Our profeſſion as proteſtants, - lead us to the 
diſcharge of che ſame duty. Not that we ſup- 
"wy 


16 
poſe no man is a chriſtian who is not a proteſ- 
tant: we cannot be ſo illiberal. Nevertheleſs, 
of the proteſtant intereſt at large, though * 
hath been ſo frequently miſrepreſented, ſo 
repeatedly miſmanaged, and ſo unhappily di- 
vided, we have a high opinion. We believe, it 
hath been a bleſſing to mankind; and there- 
fore thoſe reformations, revolutions and reſto- 
rations, which favour that intereſt, without 
injurious to them that oppoſe it, we 
admire: and we conſider the reſtoration of the 
king from his late © humiliating calamity, 4 
to be an event of that kind. 


Once more; our recent oriifiice; as well as 
our common profeſſion, may be mentioned as 
an additional motive to thankſgiving. Have 
we not prayed, with fincerity, for that bleſſing 
we now enjoy? If we have, to be thankful 
is the natural conſequence of ſuch conduct. 
It is true, arguments may be diſtinguiſhed 
from motives, (for every good argument does 
not always move us,) yet feeling and act- 
ing as we do, this afternoon, in this in- 
ſtance, that diſtinction may be laid aſide. hut 
D what 
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what muſt be ſaid to an obſervation which 
hath been made by my beſt friends ; namely, 
that I have not prayed fo much for the royal 
family in public, as might have been expected? 
For every improper omiſſion of ſuch reſpect, I 
repent. But as I never ſuſpected, in any period 
in my life, that my loyalty would be called in 
queſtion, fo, it is equally true, I have always 
wiſhed to avoid a format and common-place 
addreſs in praying for that family which the 
| Almighty hath raiſed up, and placed on the 
throne to be a bleſſing to this country. My 
idea of praying © for kings, and for all that 
are in authority,” may be deficient, but it is 
not likely ever to. be renounced. : 
The rule of our duty to aa to men 
in general, is both remarkable and plain. Many 
years are now run out ſince theſe words of 
Jeremiah, left on my mind an impreſſion. not 
yet worn off, nor diminiſhed. The text runs 
thus: „ Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael, unto all that are carried away 
from Jeruſalem to Babylon: Build ye houſes, 
and dwell in them, and plant gardens; and 
| cat 
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eat the fruit of them. Take ye wives and beget 
ſons and daughters, that ye may be increaſed 
there and not diminiſhed : and ſeek the peace 
of the city whither I have cauſed you to be 
carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord 
for it: for in the peace thereof, ye ſhall have 
peace.” If the Jews were commanded to feek 
the peace of Babylon by prayer, conſequently 
it was their duty to ſeek the repoſe even of that 
abominable city, by their good behaviour; 
and of courſe to rejoice in its providential 
tranquility, ſo long as it pleaſed God to pre- 
ſerve it. Shall we not therefore, ſeek the 
repoſe and rejoice in the tranquility of this 
country? The Jews in Babylon were captives z ; 
we, in London, are free. They. were at a 
diſtance from their native country, we are at 
home. They lived in a dark period of their 
commonwealth ; ; We live in the moſt illumi- 
nated era of this happy kingdom. 


But without going back to the words of 
Jeremiah, the language of our apoſtle on this 
ſubject is ſo clear and ſtrong, as to require no 
comment to perceive his general intention, 
nor any rhetorical colouring to make us admire 
55 the 
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the excellence of that behaviour he hath ſo well 
recommended. I exhort,” ſaith he, © that. 
firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men: 
For kings, and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, 
in all godlineſs and honeſty : for this is good 
and acceptable in the fight of God our 
Saviour.” | 


of ſuch regard for the welfare of ſociety, 
for the beſt of tempers, on the beſt of prin- 
ciples, we have many examples ſet before us in 
the word of God: (that word which warns us 
againſt the ** preſumptuous and ſelf-willed, 
who are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities” :) 
examples as ſuperiour to thoſe of pagan, or to 

"thoſe of mere philoſophical extraction, as the 
precepts on which they were formed, the pro- 
miſes and proſpects by which they were anima- 
ted, and that Spirit alſo, by which they were 
guided, are ſuperiour to every thing which yet 
| hath been diſcovered in the court of the Gen- 
tiles, or in any of the ſchools of ſceptics, 
antient or modern. — The cloud of witneſſes 


ae 


1 . 
ſtretched out in the ſacred page for our ad- 
vantage, is made up of men who walked in the 
ſame ſpirit and trod in the ſame ſteps; of men 
who put on that noble diſpoſition which doth 
not wait for moral worth to excite good will; 
and yet of men who are not reluctant to ap- 
plaud real worth whereſoever it may appear. 
Let us endeavour, then, to follow them who 
have * obtained a good report.” They obtained | 

it © by faith”; and we call ourſelves believers. 
To attempt to follow them is wiſe and ſafe ; ; 
and perſeverance in that attempt will be our 
honour and gain: it will iſſue in that kind of 
honour which the factious cannot poſſeſs, and 
that kind of gain which their deluded depen. 
dants muſt never expect. 


The good of every member in ſociety, ag 
well as of every member in the human body, 
is relative; ſo much ſo, that unleſs we are 
properly concerned for others, we are impro- 
perly purſuing what is commonly called our 
own intereſt. No chriſtian, as ſuch, wiſheth 
to live to himſelf, ſo as to prefer his own plea- 
ſure to his real honour. But it is the chriſtian's | 

5 real 


> 
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real honour, in every place, to be ſubject to 
Chriſt: and where, (allow me to aſk that 
queſtion, ) where is that ſubjection in general, | 
to be manifeſted with ſo much eaſe, or where 
is It ſo ſure to be approved, as in London? 3 


If, my brethren, you wiſh to * with 
propriety in your diverſified ſtations in life, 
remember, That the race is not to the 
ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, neither yet 
bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of un- 
derſtanding, nor yet favour to men of {kill ; but 
time and chance happeneth to them all.” 
Remember, © promotion cometh neither from 
the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from the ſouth. 
But God is the judge: he putteth down one, 
and ſetteth up another.” Remember, all 
our times. are in his hand,” who hath been 
pleaſed to ſay, (and the ſaying is irrevocable,) 
* Them that honour me I will honour; and 
they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 95 


Should theſe reniivrks tend to make you more 
focial, loyal and devotional, than you yet 
have been; or ſhould they lead you to reflect 


wil pleaſure on what you have already exhi- 
bited 


| 1 : 
bited of ſuch good behaviour; ſhould they 
contribute any thing which may confirm you 
in your preſent opinion, that you have done 
well this day to © rejoice with them that do 
rejoice”; ſhould they induee you with additional 
vigour and delight to Enter into his gates 
with thankſgiving, and into his courts with 
praiſe, to be thankful unto him, and to bleſs 
his Name, who 1s good, whoſe mercy is ever- 
laſting, and whoſe truth endureth to all gene- 
rations;“ fhould this be the conſequence of 
this free addreſs, permit me to ſay, I ſhould 
conſider it, not as the proper reſult of my ſer- 
mon, but as entirely owing to that bleſſing 
which the God of all grace was pleaſed to 
beſtow. 


* Now unto him who is able to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before 
the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy; 
to the only wife God our Saviour, be glory and 
majeſty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever, Amen.” | 
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